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sorrowful, I little thought, then, how soon, without 
my own will or purpose, I was to be made the means 
of carrying out far more than I even desired, in the 
way of changing it ! 

I must hurr}^ rapidly over what follows, though you 
may perhaps think it quite as interesting as anything 
that has preceded. Though I had not been very long 
in business, I had already experienced some of those 
attempts at imposition, on the part of people in com- 
paratively good circumstances, to which a trade like 
mine is always especially subject. Some of the 
amounts out of which attempts had been made to 
wrong me, were too large to allow of my submitting 
to the loss without an effort ; and I had employed on 
several occasions the services of a young lawyer, whose 
name I need not repeat, and who had then attained 
but litde business, though he has since arrived at both 
celebrity and fortune. It is principally because he is 
now well known that I do not choose to mention his 
name — merely calling him ''the lawyer" — because 
the remainder of my story will be quite as intelligible 
without your having any knowledge of the real 
person. 

On the evening following Mrs. Holcroft's confidence 
in the park, the young lawyer called upon me by 
appointment — one of the cases already referred to 
needing his attention. We were, I suppose, upon a 
trifle more intimate footing than the ordinary lawyer 
and client — possibly because "the ordinary lawyer 
and client " are generally both men. ■ I was so full of 
the story lately heard that it came into conversation 
before we separated, and I told him the circumstances 
of what 1 considered a case of peculiar hardship. 
Evidently, from what followed, I must have made the 
points in the case pretty clear to the legal comprehen- 
sion. He expressed great interest, but seemed, once 
or twice during the relation, to be a little absorbed — 
as I afterward remembered. 

Though dealing with the doings of a lawyer, I 
know very little of the law^ myself, and can only tell 
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you in very unintelligible terms what followed and 
what came to my knowledge. Less than a week after 
that evening, Richard Powers, the rich husband of 
the sister of Mrs. Holcroft, and surviving partner of 
the bankrupt firm of Powers & Holcroft, was arrested 
on the criminal charge of having obtained a large 
sum of money under false pretenses, some years 
before, from Edward Holcroft, by inducing that per- 
son to enter into a partnership with him — he know- 
ing at the time that he was himself insolvent, but re- 
presenting his affairs to be in good condition. At the 
same time, what I believe is called a "civil suit" was 
commenced against Powers, for the recovery of the 
money thus criminally taken from his partner. The 
prosecuting lawyer in the case was the young man 
whom I have already mentioned ; and I had not much 
trouble in understanding that the boasts of Irene 
Powers, made to her sister, repeated by the sister to 
me, and by me to the lawyer, had furnished the 
original materials for this double prosecution. 

I can not pretend to say how either of the cases pro- 
ceeded, as Mrs. Holcroft was very angry with me for 
what she considered a betrayal of her confidence, and 
for a long time held no intercourse with me whatever ; 
and the law}'er, no doubt, preferred that /should be 
the communicative one, while he kept his own coun- 
sel. 

Of course I can not tell you, either, how or from 
whom the necessary evidence was procured ; but no 
doubt the dishonest partner, carrying out the plan 
boasted of by his wife, had left the traces of his 
villainy much plainer than he knew. I know that 
Mrs. Holcroft, though reluctantly consenting to be- 
come a party in the civil suit, was never made a 
witness at either of the trials ; but there seemed to be 
quite sufficient testimony without her, when once 
brought forward. Within three months after I first 
heard of the prosecution, a verdict was recovered 
against Richard Powers for something more than 
thirty thousand dollars ; and only a week later, on 



what I suppose was nearly the same testimony, he was 
convicted on the criminal charge, and sentenced to a 
short but sufficiently disgraceful term of confinement 
in the State prison. 

From this point I have very little knowledge of the 
fate of either of the parties. You can easily under- 
stand that Mrs. Holcroft did not come to me for any 
more work at embroidery, even before the change in 
her circumstances brought about by the successful 
termination of the law-suit. And you can guess, 
better than I can suggest to you, the depth of the fall 
of the merciless woman and cruel sister, disgraced 
and ruined at last by the very plans arranged to ruin 
another. This was the second part of the vendeiia ; 
and I think I have answered very conclusively your 
question as to there existing, in the real life of to-day, 
instances of hate and revenge quite equaling those 
you read of in works of fiction. — Kiliy Wing. 
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It needs twice thinking, sometimes, to know the 
derivation of that phrase embodying cowardice, and 
known as "chicken-hearted." For why should the 
heart of a chicken be any less valorous than that of 
any other morsel of creation no larger and no 
stronger.? In truth, it is not; and the phrase comes 
from the comparison of what the little atom is, in the 
way of bravery^, with what it will be when grown to 
the belligerent cock, or the hen famous for fighting 
for her brood. The very young chickens, in the 
present admirable picture by Gustav Siis, the Land- 
seer of the poultry-yard, — have some excuse for their 
trepidation, in the sudden and alarming appearance, 
from the ground, of the long-nosed and broad-clawed 
mole, looking for a dinner in their direction. Let us 
hope that the marauder may fail to get it — that he 
may fall into comp»any with the mother hen, and be 
soundly pecked and thoroughly frightened in the 
nefarious attempt. 



